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President's Letter

Nancy Gabl BBA, RMA (AMT), CMA (AAMA), CPT (NPA)

The lllinois State Society of Ameri-
can Technologists (ISSAMT) is
about the future — the future of
our organization, members,
students and also the future |
of medicine and how we can
be a patient advocate in all
areas of the profession.

We are committed to looking
ahead and keeping up with
changes in technology, legislation

and education. This is why we
continue to grow as an organization,
striving to meet the needs of our
current members as well as the needs
of our future members.

On Friday, April 30, 2010 we will
meet at the new Health and Science
Building at College of DuPage for
our Spring Educational Seminar &
Business Meeting. We will challenge
our minds to the futuristic world of
technology with subjects such as
robotics and transplantation, the
latest information dementia and
Alzheimer’s, nutrition and how it
affects who we are, hypothermia and
the golden hour in the emergency
department, and self-defense by Erin
Weed and Girls Fight Back Produc-
tions. These topics will increase your
awareness in many areas of new
research and self development.

We will also meet the new student
organization that was formed
at Northwestern College in
Bridgeview. These students
are looking ahead to being
leaders — not only in
ISSAMT, but in their
careers — by networking
into an organization that
will allow them to grow and
continue their education in a
professional atmosphere. This is
what will contribute to their ability
to gain confidence in order to
follow the career path they have
chosen.

Come join us at College of DuPage
and be part of an ultimate experience
that will take you on a journey of
cosmic proportions into the world of
continuing education.

Hold on to your seats and feel the
force as it pulls you toward a
different universe and a macrocosm
of knowledge that will leave you
feeling reenergized and ready to
move forward into the world of
medicine and all it has to offer.

Remember, seating is limited so
register as soon as possible. I look
forward to seeing you there!
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A Note from our District Councillor

Western District Councillor Clara Boykin, MT

We have embarked upon another year.

It is hard to believe that a decade has
passed already. My hope is that all is
going well for everyone as this year
begins.

We are approaching two professional
weeks that we will be celebrating.
National Dental Assisting week will
be March 7-13, 2010 and National
Medical Laboratory Week will be
April 18-24, 2010 with the theme of
aLaboratory Professionals Get
Results.°

We, the members of AMT, have a new
education manager: Camille Murray.
Her role is to expand the C.E. opportu-
nity for members.

ISSAMT
2009 OFFICERS

President

Nancy Gabl BBA, RMA (AMT),
CMA (AAMA), CPT

(630) 903-4910
nancepa2b@shcglobal.net

Vice-President

Fran Floyd, MT (AMT)
(630) 464-3026
fffloyd@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer

Elaine T. Miyamoto, MS, RMA
(AMT), CMA (AAMA), RHIA
(815) 258-0083
emiyamoto@robertmorris.edu
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Our 72nd Educational Program and
National Meeting will be held July
12-17, 2010 in Las Vegas, Nev. at the
J.W. Marriott Las Vegas Resort & Spa
at Summerlin. We are looking forward
to a great Convention. Great things are
planned for you, including great
educational programs, welcome party,
and an enjoyable dinner show. | would
also like to encourage attendance at
the Leadership Session that will be
held on Thursday afternoon. It will
include very informative information
for State officers, as well as future
officers. Look for more information on
the AMT website.

For the State societies that have not
taken advantage of putting your state

society on the website, please consider
doing so. Kathy Cilia is more than
willing to assist you. Take the time to
view other State Societies that have
joined already.

Members, continue to support your
state officers.

If I can be of help or you need
assistance, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

Clara Boykin, MT

Great Lakes District Councillor
1023 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55104

Email: claraboykin1023@msn.com

VISIT US ONLINE

Remember to cheakww.il-amt.orgfor the most current
updates and scheduled events!

Secretary

Falguni Thakkar, MT (AMT)
(224) 388-5727
thakkarfalgu@yahoo.com

Western District Councillor
Clara Boykin, MT (AMT)
(651) 644-3128
claraboykin1023@msn.com

2009 BOARD MEMBERS

Editor

Nancy Gabl BBA, RMA (AMT),
CMA (AAMA), CPT, (NPA)
(630) 903-4910
nancepazb@sbcglobal.net

Josephine Harden, MT (AMT)
(815) 874-5859

Ronie Rodrigo, MT (AMT)
(773) 702-9052
ron.rodrigo@uchospitals.edu

Connie Fegan, MT (AMT)
(217) 698-7687
fegan@warpnet.net

Norm Frankel PhD, MT (AMT)
(647) 769-9615

Frank Fegan, RMA (AMT),
(217) 698-7687
fegan@warpnet.net



Seminar Helping Girls Fight Back!

September is National Campus Safety Awareness Month

Attending this
spring's ISSAMT
Educational Seminar
will not only keep
you connected to
many professionals
in the field, but may
even teach you a
GFB founder Erin Weed thing or two about
self defense.

Erin Weed, the founder of Girls Fight
Back (GFB), will facilitate a session on
how to fight back against attacks, and
ways to prevent them in the first place.

During this seminar, Weed will explain
why it is essential every woman not only

learns how to defend themselves, but also

how to recognize possible danger signs in
their everyday surroundings.

One of her key messages is motivating
young women to respect their own
intuition and self esteem as tools that can
help save their lives.

aMy goal with each session is to teach
women how to be @bad victims.® Backing
away from a person or a situation that
makes you uneasy is okay. You need to
believe in yourself enough to fight for
yourself,° says Weed.

Weed, a self defense and violence
prevention expert, started GFB in 2001
after the murder of a college friend.

Realizing young women needed

more practical and empowering options
to learn about violence prevention and
self defense, she created the 90-minute
GFB program, which has been received
with praise and glowing reviews from
participants and industry experts alike.

In addition to her seminars, Weed has
written a book calledGirls Fight Back:
The College Girl's Guide to Protecting

Herself,° which presents some sobering
statistics from the National Crime
Victimization Survey about violent acts
that take place on our nation's college
campuses:

* 41% of offenders were perceived to
be using alcohol

* 72% of off-campus crime occurred at
night (6 p.m.-6 a.m.)

« [n two-thirds of assaults, the offender
was unarmed

* 58% of attacks were committed by
strangers (except in the case of
sexual assault where attackers are four
times more likely to be known by their
victim)

In addition to the book, GFB has also
recently released a DVD seminar that

teaches the same techniques from her live

appearances. Weed stresses that safety
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and prevention technigues she teaches
are for and should be learned by every
woman, even girls as young as 12.

For more information on attending this
session during the ISSAMT Spring
Educational Seminar, please visit
www.il-amt.org or look for more details
on page 7 of this issue @he lllinois
Reporter

Enter the ISSAMT Student Poster Contest - You could win $150!

For more information, visit www.il-amt.org.
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Mark Your Calendars!

e Spring 2010 ISSAMT Educational
Seminarwill be Friday, April 30, 2010 at
College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, III.

For more information visit our website at
www.il-amt.org Topics include Robotics
in Transplantation, Hypothermia and the
Golden Hour in Emergency Medicine,
Nutrition, Girls Fight Back Self Defense,
and Alzheimer’s Disease. Registration for
this event is posted on our website and
early registration is recommended since
seating will be limited.

e AMT 72nd Educational Program and
National Meetingis scheduled for July
12-17, 2010 t the JW Marriott Las Vegas
Resort and Spa in Summerlin, Nevada,
just a few minutes from the Las Vegas
strip and Red Rock Canyon. There is a
special rate for your rooms, so make your
reservations now! Visit www.amtl.com
for additional details.

* ISSAMT Board Meetingwill be held

on Sunday, October 17, 2010 from 1:00 -
3:00 p.m. at Central DuPage Hospital
Women/Children's Pavilion, Winfield, IL.
Note: This meeting will be held in the
"Winfield Room," which is in the main
part of the hospital on the first floor and
is NOT the usual room we have our
meetings in. All members are welcome to
attend. Lunch will be provided.

* ISSAMT Fall Festivalwill be held at
Denada Forest Preserve immediately
following the Board Meeting on Sunday,
October 17, 2010. Enjoy hot dogs,
hayrides, s'mores, hot cocoa and ghost
stories! Wear a costume and win a prize!
This is the spooktacular social event of
the year! Members, speakers, students,
family, friends... the more the merrier!
Walk the spooky trails, sit at the bonfire
and hear a ghost story if you dare. Jump
on a hayride and visit the haunted trails
or wander into the barn and see all the
horses. Beware of bats, spiders and any
other animals that may wander in from
the woods. This is the last event of the
year and it will be memorable!

Students actively participated
during the ISSAMT Board
Meeting in February at
Central DuPage Hospital
(left and below).

b

« Deadlines for submission® The
lllinois Reporterare April 1, 2010 and
September 1, 2010.
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ISSAMT Student

The topic for the poster contest is
aNutrition.° Students who enter may
focus on any aspect of nutrition
including healthy eating, organic foods,
diabetic diets, etc.

Each entrant must use a three-poster-
board presentation. Judging is based on
imagination, creativity, unique design,
usefulness of information, accuracy, and
use of auxiliary materials such as
photos, charts, and other items.

Poster Contest

Posters are to be entered at the April 30,
2010 Spring Educational Seminar at
College of DuPage, in Glen Ellyn, III.

You may bring your poster personally, or
have someone else bring it to the
meeting.

First Prize: $150
Second Prize: $100
Third Prize: $50

Note: Prizes are paid in your name to
your school to assist you with tuition,
books and fees. Winning posters will be
announced at the Educational Seminar
on Friday, April 30, 2010.

All posters become the property of
ISSAMT and will not be returned to the
authors. The poster may be posted on
our website or published, and applicant
gives consent to this by submitting an
entry.

ISSAMT is proud
to recognize all
laboratory
professionals
who contribute
greatly to quality
patient care and
aGet Results.?

To all of you we
say THANK YOU!

ahaffner
mdesign
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Legislative Update

by ISSAMT Legislative Chair Ron Rodrigo, MT

A health insurance
reform has been
signed into law by
Governor Quinn on
January 5, 2010.
The health
insurance reform
known as the
"lllinois Insurance Fairness Act" allows
healthcare consumers an independent
review of their denied insurance claims
and provides standardized applications
and premium transparency.

ISSAMT Legislative
Chair Ron Rodrigo

Beginning July 1, 2010, all health
insurers and HMOs will be required to
provide an internal appeals process for
denied claims and will need to inform
covered individuals of their right to an

independent external review. Denied
health insurance claims will be eligible
for external review if the individual
requesting treatment was covered under
the plan at the time of treatment, the
treatment in question is a covered
benefit under the plan but does not meet
the insurer©s or HMO®s requirements for
medical necessity, the individual has
gone through the internal appeals
process, and in cases where the insurer
or HMO determined that the treatment

in question is experimental when
deemed necessary by the health care
provider.

This act also gives individuals and small
businesses the opportunity to shop for
health insurance and compare competing

plans by completing only one standard-
ized application. Health insurers and
HMOs will be required to use the
standardized application beginning
January 1, 2011.

Finally, the Act will also require insurers
and HMOs to submit semi-annual
statements with detailed information
regarding premiums and expenditures.
This information will be publicly
available in the website of the Depart-
ment of Insurance at
insurance.illinois.gov beginning in 2011.

For the latest legislative information
please refer to our website at
www.il-amt.org

Student Society Begins Inaugural Year

Erika Lindmark, lllinois Student Society AMT Organization President, Northwestern College

As president and co-founder of the new
lllinois Student Society AMT Organiza-
tion at Northwestern College, | would
like to say thank you to all AMT
members who have made our organiza-
tion possible. | would also like to tell
you a little about what we have accom-
plished so far and plan to accomplish in
the near future.

Recently, our organization decided to
hold a fundraiser. Our students will be
selling candy during the entire month of
April to raise money for one of our very
own. Michael Wetzel, the son of
Michelle Heeter + a medical assisting
student £ was born with Muscular
Dystrophy.

We have unanimously decided to raise
money in order to purchase an interac-
tive laptop for Michael, along with the
needed software. In providing this
provision for Michael, we hope to assist
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him in his completion of online classes
and ability to better socialize with his
peers.

For those of you attending the April 30
Educational Seminar at the College of
DuPage, you will see us in action,
asking all of you to contribute to our
cause.

We are also planning
to hold bake sale in
May (during North-
western College finals
week) in order to raise
money to help fund
our trip to the National
AMT Conference in
Summerlin, Nev. this
July.

have made and is looking forward to
attending and hosting future AMT
events.

I am very thrilled and optimistic about
the group of individuals who have
banded to form this group + we are all
very interested in AMT and hope to
make the organization proud!

Everyone in the group lllinois Student Society President Erika Lindmark, Northwestern College, (far right)

is ah-eady very excited discusses issues with her colleagues at the February ISSAMT Board Meeting at Central

DuPage Hospital.
about the progress we " 29 HosP!



2010 Spring Educational Seminar

The Spring Program will be on Friday,
April 30, 2010 at College of DuPage in
Glen Ellyn, Ill in the new Health and
Sciences Building, Room HSC 1234.

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.
CHECK IN (breakfast provided)

8:45 - 9:00 a.m.
Welcome & Introduction
ISSAMT President Nancy Gabl

9:00 -10:03 a.m.

Dementia and Other Neurodegenerative
Diseases: The Still Important Role of
Anatomy and Histology

Dr. Peter Pytel, Assistant Professor,
Department of Pathology and Attending
Pathologist at University of Chicago
Medical Center

(1.5 clock hours)

10:30 a.m. - Noon
Hypothermia and the Golden Hour in
the Emergency Department

Dr. Gary Merlotti, Head of Trauma
Services, University of Illinois Medical
Center

(1.5 clock hours)

Lunch Provided
Student Poster Contest Voting
Door Prize Winners Announced

Noon - 2:00 p.m.

Nutrition: You Are What You Eat

Chuck O'Donoghue, Associate Director of
High School Relations, Culinary at Robert
Morris University

(2.0 clock hours)

2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Girls Fight Back: Self Defense

How the True Story of the Murder of Her
Best Friend Inspired Erin to Help All
Women to Learn How to Fight Back!
Erin Weed, Founder and CEO of Girls
Fight Back Productions

(1.5 clock hours)

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Robotics in Transplant Surgery

Dr. Benedetti, Head of the Department of
Surgery at University of Illinois at
Chicago.

David Dreyfus, Transplant Outreach
Coordinator, University of lllinois Medical
Center

(1.5 clock hours)

5:15 - 5:30 p.m.
ISSAMT business meeting
All Members welcome!

***Total of 8 clocked hours

For further information contact:
Nancy Gabl RMA, (AMT), CMA, CPT
ISSAMT President
nancepa2b@sbcglobal.net
630-903-4910 owww.il-amt.org.

Registration Form I

ADVANCE REGISTRATION is REQUIRED TO ENSURE A LUNCH. In order to ensure food services, meeting
registration must be received by April 25, 2010. Registration can be faxed to (775) 429-5278. Seating is limited.
Please reserve ASAP!

Please provide the following information:

Name Member ID #

Address

City State Zip

Phone number :(H) (Cell) E-Malil

Certification Discipline: MT(AMT)___ MLT(AMT)___ RMA(AMT)___ RDA(AMT)
RPT (AMT) COLT(AMT) Student Other

NOTE: The full registration fee includes meeting registration, continental breakfast and lunch. We are NOT able to.meet any
special dietary requests.

Check type of registration:

Student Fee: $10.00 ISSAMT Member's Fee: $20.00 Non-Member's Fee: $30.00

Make checks payable to ISSAMT and mail this form to:
Nancy Gabl, BBA, RMA (AMT), CMA (AAMA), CPT
ISSAMT President

32 Sterling Circle

Wheaton, IL. 60187

Fax form to 775-429-5278
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Nancy Gabl, Editor

32 Sterling Circle #107
Wheaton, IL 60187

address printed here

Spring Educational Seminar Registration Materials Enclosed

is State Society

Spring Educational Seminar Registration Materials Enclosed
Registration deadline April 25, 2010
See page 7 for more details

The lllinois Reporteis published bi-annually. Address all communications to the Editor, who reserves the right to edit all material,
if necessary. Any article appearingTihe lllinois Reporteis to be assumed as representing the opinions of the author and is pot to
be construed as reflecting to the policy of the publication unless the article is designated. Publication deadlines for 2010 gre
April 1, 2010 for the spring issue and September 1, 2010 for the fall issue.




